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Ammdm ents to the Claims ; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and Ustings, of claims in Hie appUcation: 

T.if;t^np of Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A piston-cylinder unit comprising a cylinder, a 
piston rod having a section projecting out of said cylinder, said section having an end received 
through a mounting bearing for connecting tiie piston-cylinder unit to a support, and a bellovvs 
covering said section of said piston rod for protecting said section of said piston rod against at 
least one of dirt and damage, whereui an unimpeded flow connection is provided in the end of 
said piston rod, said flow connection ^^'^p[ rFTP^Tientlv open and communicating freely with an 
interior space defined in said bellows and freely with the atmosphere such that said flow 
connection allows a free flow of air between the atmosphere and said interior space when said 
interior space in said bellows undergoes a change in volume in response to a relative movement 
between the bearing and the cylinder. 

2. (previously presented) The piston-cylinder unit of claim 1, wlierein said 
flow connection in said end of said piston rod comprises a transverse bore leadmg to the interior 
space of said bellows and a longitudinal bore proceeding from said transverse bore and opening 
outside of said bearing opposite said cylinder. 

3. (previously presented) The piston cylinder unit of claim 1, wherein said 
end of said piston rod is threadably inserted in said mounting bearing foiming a screw joint, said 
flow connection extending through said screw j oint. 
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4. (previously presented) The piston cylinder unit of claim 1, further 
comprising an upper attachment part fixed to said bearing, said upper attachment part having a 
circumferential groove, said bellow having a bead which engages said groove. 

5. O^reviously presented) The piston-cylinder unit of claim 1, wherem said 
upper attachment part is formed as one piece with said bearing. 

6. (original) The piston-cylinder unit of claim 1, wherein said piston- 
cylinder unit is one of a hydraulic, hydropneumatic, or pneumatic piston-cylinder unit. 

7. (original) The piston cylinder unit of claun 1, wherein said piston- 
cylinder unit is one of a vibration damper and a MacPherson strut for a motor vehicle. 

8. (canceled) 

9. (previously presented) The piston-cylinder unit of claim 1 wherein the 
bellows provides the only protection for the piston rod. 

10. (previously presented) The piston-cylinder unit of claim 1 wherein the 
bellows is provided with a weep hole. 
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11, (previously presented) The piston-cylinder unit of claim 1 wherein the 
cylinder comprises a lower attachment part formed with a circumferential groove, said bellows 
having a bead which engages said groove. 

12. (previously presented) The piston-cylinder of claim 11 wherein the 
belloAvs comprises a collar which i$ loaded axially against the cylinder. 
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